
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Consolidation of Civil Courtrooms 

Hon. Donald J. Proietti 
Courtroom  8 
Courtroom 10 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
October 19, 2020 

 

 

To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, all civil matters normally heard in Courtroom 8, 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe, and Courtroom 10, Hon. Donald J. Proietti are being consolidated 

and heard by a single judge, Hon. Donald J. Proietti, in Courtroom 10.   

Note: Separate Tentative Rulings are provided for Courtroom 9, Commissioner David 

Foster.  Those matters will be heard via remote or in-person hearing in Courtroom 9.  

IMPORTANT: To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court will only conduct 
remote hearings on these calendars.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish to 
appear at a hearing must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to provide their 
contact information for the remote hearing. 
 

The specific tentative rulings for specific calendars follow: 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

Civil Law and Motion Tentative Rulings 
Hon. Brian L. McCabe 

Courtroom 8 
 

October 19, 2020 
8:15 a.m. 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

May 18, 2020 
8:15 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Case No. Title / Description  

18CV-01191  Samuel Fonseca, et al. vs John Doe           
 
Review of Case Status 
 
It appears that some funds in the amount of $7,556.82 have been deposited on behalf of 
Marlon Rodriguez pursuant to a receipt filed September 17, 2020.  Appear to address 
what further action must be taken before case can be dismissed.  
 

18CV-03319  Jorge Lupercio, et al. vs Merced County Office of Education      
 
Motion to Compel Defendant Durte to Provide Further Amended response to Form 
Interrogatories 17.1 
 
Continued on the Court’s own motion to Monday, November 16, 2020 at 8:15 a.m. in 
Courtroom 8.  The parties are ordered to brief whether the court should order an early 
disclosure of expert witnesses, given that trial in this matter is unikely to be set earlier 
that September of 2021.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court will 

only conduct remote hearings.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish 

to appear at a hearing must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to 

provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

  



20CV-00565  Petition of Nancy Cortez           
 
Order to Show Cause re Name Change 
 
This is a petition by one parent to change the first and middle name of a minor from 
Angelica Cisneros Cortez to Joselyn Cortez.  An objection was filed by Maria Leon who is 
appaerently the child’s paternal grandmother.  The objection states: “I Maria Leon object 
to the change of childs names until a parentage case is done on the child Angelica 
Cisneros Cortez.  If the child is my son’s biological chiled, we would like for child to keep 
fathers last name.  If for any reason child is not biological to father Julio Cisneros Leon, 
you may proceed with the mother’s request.”  The parties are ordered to appear to 
address the objection  .  
 

 
20CV-02095  Geovanna Villasenor-Zaragoza vs Viktoria Garcia 
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
The parties are ordered to must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to provide 
their contact information for the remote hearing.  The court notes that on September 17, 
2020 a proof of service by certified mail was filed, but the court records do not reflect 
personal service on respondent despite two prior continuances.  
 
 

 
20CV-02496  Kristina Salas-Logan vs Eric Logan 
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
The parties are ordered to must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to provide 
their contact information for the remote hearing.  The court notes that no proof of service 
has been filed showing personal service of the notice of hearing and temporary 
restraining order on Respondent.  
 
 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Mandatory Settlement Conference 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe 
Courtroom 8 

 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
October 19, 2020 

9:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Case No. Title / Description  

 
There are no Mandatory Settlement Conferences Scheduled  
 

 
  

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court will 

only conduct remote hearings.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish 

to appear at a hearing must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to 

provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 
Civil Case Management 
Hon. Brian L. McCabe 

Courtroom 8 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

October 19, 2020 
10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Case No. Title / Description  

 
18CV-04220    Timothy Flores vs Joshua Nepote, et al.     
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01308    Miguel Perez, et al. vs Estate of Britney Michele Smith, et al.      
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
 
 
 
 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court will 

only conduct remote hearings.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish 

to appear at a hearing must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to 

provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

. 



20CV-01471    Fernando Miranda vs Roy Rodoni      
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01478    T2M Investments, LLC vs Sylvia Nicole, et al.       
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01491    Kathleen Pinion vs Ceasar Vasquez       
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01504    Gerhard Rauch, et al. vs Edgar Santana, et al.        
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01516    Blanca Garrido Hernandez vs Danielle Brennerman        
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 



20CV-01518    Victor Arteaga vs Jody Clark        
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01519    Erick Sequira Vera vs Jesus Leon, et al.       
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01520    Mercedes Sanchez vs Medrano Martinez Pulido       
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01526    Avalon Care Center – Merced Hy-Lond, LLC vs Richard Boyer  
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01528    Cindy Devaurs vs Georgette Condell  
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 



20CV-01529    Shannon Safriet vs Roberto Lopez, et al.   
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01530    Esteben Tinoco vs Webcor Builders, Inc.    
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01536    Church Mutual Insurance Company vs Randall Boyd 
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01539    Watson Ag Irrigation vs J.A. Andrews Farms, LLC, et al.  
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01540    Jessica Johnston vs Trevor Waag, et al.   
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 



20CV-01551    Maria Aguilar vs Hilltop Ranch, Inc.    
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01552    Rebecca Vargas vs Miguel Gil-Rodriguez    
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01554    Keith Webb vs Heather Wichmann Demma    
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01555    Jesus Perez vs Claas of America, Inc., et al.     
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01556    Fields Club LLC vs Calwater Drilling Company, Inc.      
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 



20CV-01557    Susan Ramirez vs Save Mart Supermarkets      
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
20CV-01569    Mikeiah Hargrett vs William Gustavo Lopez, et al.      
 
Case Management Conference 
 
No Appearance is Required Unless a Party Contests This Tentative Rulings. As a result 
of the reduction in court services due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a 
backlog of criminal trials that take priority over civil matters.  Accordingly, this Case 
Management Conference is continued, on the Court’s own motion, to Monday, April 26,  
2021 at 10:00 in Courtroom 8.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe 
Courtroom 8 

 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
October 19, 2020 

1:15 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
Case No. Title / Description  

 
There are no Ex Parte Matters are currently scheduled for hearing 
 

 
 
  

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court will 

only conduct remote hearings.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish 

to appear at a hearing must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to 

provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

. 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Commissioner David Foster 
Courtroom 9 

 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
October 19, 2020 

1:15 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No. Title / Description  

 
There are no ex parte matters scheduled for hearing 
 

 
 
 
 
  

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court 

encourages remote hearings by telephone or video. Parties who contest the 

tentative ruling or wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the court at 

(209) 725-4240 to provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Donald J. Proietti 
Courtroom 10 

 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
October 19, 2020 

1:15 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No. Title / Description  

 
There are no ex parte matters scheduled 
 

 
 
  

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court 

encourages remote hearings by telephone or video. Parties who contest the 

tentative ruling or wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the court at 

(209) 725-4240 to provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Short Cause Civil Matters 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe 
Courtroom 8 

 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
October 19, 2020 

1:30 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
Case No. Title / Description  

 
19CV-04454  Teresa Morales vs D’el Prado, Inc.  
 
Default Prove Up Hearing 
 
Plaintiff is ordered to contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to provide her 
contact information for the remote hearing 
 

 
20CV-02520  Michael Ioane, Senior vs Department of Real Estate, State of California  
 
Review of Case Status 
 
Plaintiff is ordered to contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to provide her 
contact information for the remote hearing.  Appear to address the status of lodging of 
administgrative record and the date Petitioner will be ready to file his opening brief. 
 

 
 
 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court will 

only conduct remote hearings.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish 

to appear at a hearing must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to 

provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

. 



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Limited Civil 

Commissioner David Foster 
Courtroom 9 

 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
October 19, 2020 

1:30 p.m. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No. Title / Description  

 
20CV-01204 [Parties’ names withheld pursuant to CCP § 1161.2(a)(1)]    
 
Unlawful Detainer Court Trial  
 
This unlawful detainer action is based on a 30-day notice to quit that is alleged to have 
expired on January 21, 2020. Since the period stated in the notice to quit expired before 
March 1, 2020, the matter may proceed to trial pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 
section 1179.03.5(a)(1). Alternatively, the complaint alleges unlawful detainer based on 
at-fault just cause which may proceed to trial pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 
section 1179.03.5(a)(3). Remote appearances are strongly recommend. A party wishing to 
appear remotely should contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4240 to provide their 
contact information for the remote hearing. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to 

appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument. To limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the court 

encourages remote hearings by telephone or video. Parties who contest the 

tentative ruling or wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the court at 

(209) 725-4240 to provide their contact information for the remote hearing. 

 


