
Superior Court of California 

County of Merced 

Probate Department 

Probate Notes   

Probate Notes for future calendars are available from the time they are created until the 

morning of the scheduled hearing.  The Probate Examiner’s Notes typically will be posted 5 

days prior to the hearing.  If you are filing documents to cure a technical defect, documents 

should be filed a minimum of 2 court days prior to the hearing.  Documents filed late will not 

be reviewed except on the date of the hearing at the Judge’s discretion and could result in a 

continuance of your case.   

 

Parties intending to appear in Court regarding their hearing must notify all other parties and 

call (209) 725-4111 to notify the Court of such intent by 4:00 pm on the day before the 

hearing. 

 

Contacting the Probate Examiner: 

Probate Examiner’s email address is:  probate.examiner@mercedcourt.org 

 

Emails must have the case identification information and hearing date/time in the subject 

line.  No attachments will be opened.  The Probate Examiner can only respond to 

inquiries regarding the meaning of comments in the Notes.  Please do not email to request 

a confirmation whether documents have been received or to request the clearing of notes.  

No legal or procedural advice may be given by the Examiner in response to your email.   

 

Questions regarding fees, forms, status of orders, Zoom links or remote appearances 

should be directed to the Probate Unit of the Clerk’s Office at (209) 725-4111 between the 

hours of 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm. and 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Monday – Friday.  

 

The following cases are not reflected in the Probate Notes and appearances are required 

unless previously excused by the Court:  

▪ Guardianships and Conservatorships of the Person 
▪ Minor’s Compromise cases before the Probate Court for approval  
▪ Petition for Special Immigrant Juvenile Findings 

 
*Questions involving Guardianships (including SIJF) and Conservatorships of the Person should be 

directed to the Court Investigators Office at (209) 725-4190.  

**Please note no legal or procedural advice can be provided by the Court Investigator’s Office.** 



Probate Notes – Friday, August 21, 2026 

Superior Court of California, County of Merced 

PROBATE/CONSERVATORSHIP CALENDAR 
HONORABLE: Mark Bacciarini 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DATE: Friday, August 21, 2026 

TIME: 8:15 AM and 8:30 AM 
Courtroom 10 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PROBATE CALENDAR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CASE#:   24PR-00257 
 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Helen Tomlinson 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued from July 17, 2026 re:   

1. Status of Closing of the Estate 

2. Order to Show Cause as to the Administrator for Failing to Appear; Failing to Increase 

the Bond and Failing to Timely Close the Estate 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. A Petition for Final Account or Status Report has not been filed.  

Prob Code §12200-12201 

2. Based on the updated inventory and appraisal, the current bond may no longer be 

sufficient. The administrator should be advised to seek an increase in bond in 

accordance with the applicable probate rules. The Court may require compliance 

through a further order and may take additional action if a required increased bond is not 

provided.  Prob Code §§8480, 8482, CRC 7.204  

 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.   

 

 
(continued on next page) 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives notice of 

intention to appear as follows: 

1. You must call (209) 725-4240 to notify the court of your intent to appear. 

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to object. 

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will result in no oral 

argument.  Parties who contest the tentative ruling or wish to appear remotely at a hearing 

must contact the clerk of the Court at (209) 725-4111 to provide their contact information for 

the remote hearing. 
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CASE#:   24PR-00281  
 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Kathy Lynette Roy 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued from July 15, 2026 re: First and Final Account/Waiver of Account and Report of 

Administrator Petition for Final Distribution 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. The proposed distribution is not consistent with intestate succession under Probate 

Code §6402. *Corrected 

2. The Petition references Waivers of Accounting; however, no such waivers are present in 

the court file. Prob Code §10954(a)(1) . *Corrected 

3. No Notice of Hearing has been filed for the Petition for Final Distribution. The Hearing on 

the Petition requires notice with appropriate Proof of Service filed with the Court 

pursuant to Probate Code §§1042 and 1220. *Corrected 

4. A proposed Order has not been lodged.  MSC 100 E.  

a. Lodged on 8/5/26 but does not identify the estate assets remaining for 

distribution which should also include the legal description for any real property to 

be distributed. *Newly noted for the 8/21/26 hearing 

5. The Amended Petition contains what may be a typographical error as the Petition states 

notice to Creditors was mailed on July 31, 2024 before Letters were issued on 

November 22, 2024. *Newly noted for the 8/21/26 hearing 

6. The Amended Petition does not adequately identify the estate assets remaining for 

distribution which should also include the legal description for any real property to be 

distributed. Cal. Rules of Court 7.550(b)(4) *Newly noted for the 8/21/26 hearing 

 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

No appearance required. The hearing is continued to October 7, 2026 at 8:15 a.m. in Courtroom 

10.  Any corrective pleadings to be filed by the close of business on September 24, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(continued on next page) 
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CASE#:   26PR-00177 
 

CASE NAME:   

In re: the Robert E. and Beatrice Joyce Ellington Family Living Trust dated June 5, 2001   
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued from July 10, 2026 re:  Trial Setting Conference 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. A Declaration (Objection) was filed by Tamra Ellington (spouse of deceased heir David 

Ellington) on June 12, 2026 has not been served on the trustee, trust beneficiaries and 

parties who have requested Special Notice.  Prob Code §§1215, 1252,17203, 17204 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  

 

 

 

 

CASE#:   26PR-00251 
 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Karen M. Staiger 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Petition to Determine Succession to Primary Residence 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS ARE NOTED: 

1. A proposed Order has not been lodged.  MSC Rule 100 E. 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

The Petition to Determine Succession to Primary Residence is approved. Counsel to submit a 

proposed order. 

 

 

8:30 AM CALENDAR 

CASE#:  16PR-00387    

CASE NAME:  Estate of Robert Allen Jackson 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued July 24, 2026 re:   

1. Further Proceedings  

2. Order to Show Cause that Mark Olson, his attorney, and his Bonding Company, Liberty 

Mutual Insurance Company Appear 

3. Accounting 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS ARE NOTED: 
None. 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  The Public Administrator to provide the Court a current case status.  
 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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CASE#: 20PR-00296 
 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Albina D. Anderegg 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON: 

Continued from July 24, 2026 re:  First and Final Statement of Public Administrator Regarding 

Summary Disposition of Estate 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. There is a discrepancy between the two filed inventories and appraisals. The former 
administrator’s Inventory and Appraisal provided a “Final” value of the estate at $2,500 
comprised of items that were “broken” and of no value, in contrast to the Public 
Administrator’s Inventory and Appraisal valuing estate real property at $110,000. 

a. The former Administrator’s Inventory and Appraisal filed on 7/31/25 appears to 
omit the appraisal of real property that was part of the estate and only included 
personal property described as broken or valueless.  

2. The attached Bill of Sale reflecting the sale of the real property by former Administrator 
V. Passwater who sold the estate real property dated 12/2/20 at a private sale to D. 
Anderson raises concerns as the Court’s record does not reflect that the former 
Administrator had proper authority, notice or court approval required for the sale of the 
real property to a paralegal who assisted in the preparation of the estate documents. As 
Letters were not issued to the former Administrator until 3/9/21 there is a concern that 
the sale is void ab initio. 

a. A copy of the most recent vesting deed to be provided.   
b. Did the former Administrator received any additional consideration from the 

paralegal beyond the $52,00 purchase price (i.e. fee reduction or other benefit) in 
connection with the sale? 

3. The former Administrator’s conduct raises concerns involving conflict of interest or self-
dealing involving the sale of the real property, failure to timely file an accurate Inventory 
and Appraisal, a failure to account and potential improper distributions of estate funds.  

4. As the former administrator did not file an accounting before removal, the estate was left 
unresolved and unaccounted for receipts and disbursements, and other acts involving 
the administration of estate funds. 

a. The prior distributions by the former Administrator V. Passwater require 
documentation. The filing identifies prior distributions to F. Telechea, K. 
Weatherman, and V. Passwaters, but the legal basis, supporting order, and 
accounting detail for those distributions are not shown. 

 
TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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CASE#:   22PR-00020 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Jose Torres 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON: 

Continued from July 17, 2026 re:  Status Hearing 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. A Petition for Final Account or Status Report has not been filed.  

Prob Code §12200-12201 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  Counsel to update the Court as to the current case status.    

 

 

 

 

CASE#:   22PR-00252 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Preston Sullivan 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON: 

Continued from December 5, 2025 re:  Status Review  
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. A Petition for Final Account or Status Report has not been filed.  

Prob Code §12200-12201 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  Counsel to advise the Court on the current case status.  

 

 

 

CASE#:   23PR-00024 
 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Joe L. Manzanedo 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued from February 27, 2026 re:   Status Review Hearing 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. A Petition for Final Account or Status Report has not been filed.  

Prob Code §12200-12201 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  Counsel to provide the Court with a current case status.  

 

(continued on next page) 
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CASE#:   25PR-00422    

CASE NAME:  Estate of Julie Mendoza 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued from July 17, 2026 re:  (Amended) Petition for Substituted Judgment to Make 
Donative Transfers 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS ARE NOTED (*as to 
the Petition for Substituted Judgment to Make Donative Transfers filed on 5/21/26):  

1. No Notice to the Public Defender who represents the conservatee.  
Prob Code §1215, 1460, CRC 7.51(b) *Corrected 

 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  
 
 
 
 
CASE#:   26PR-00047    

CASE NAME:  Estate of Debra J. Montigney 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON:   

Continued from May 20, 2026 re:   

1. Petition for Letters of Administration with Full IAEA Authority 

2. Further Proceedings 
 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS ARE NOTED:    
None. 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  Counsel to advise the Court on the current case status. 

 

 

CASE#:   20PR-00158 
 

CASE NAME:  Estate of Robert Alan Hunter 
 

THIS CASE IS SET FOR HEARING ON: 
Continued May 22, 2026 re:  Status of an Accounting 

 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND/OR DEFICIENCIES IN THE PAPERS WERE PREVIOUSLY 

NOTED: 

1. A Petition for Final Account or Status Report has not been filed.  

Prob Code §12200-12201 
 

TENTATIVE RULING: 

Appearance required.  Counsel to provide the Court with a current case status.   

 

 

(End of Tentative Rulings) 


